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up with unique ways to increase membership, making
it beneficial for companies to allow their employees to
join and hopefully be active.

Dezalia observed that a lot of the chapter focus
is rightfully on educational events and scholarship
program, but being together again for the annual meet-
ing was special. “Wire and cable is an old and close-knit
group, and being able to get everyone together at the
annual meeting provided an amazing opportunity for old
friends to catch up, discuss industry trends, and impart
their love for this field to the next generation.”

The chapter’s annual meeting provides a feel for the
pulse of the industry, but more than just that, Carbary
said. “Beyond connecting with peers, customers, suppli-
ers and other auxiliary companies, members see the
value of networking, collaborating on solutions, and
cherish the value in giving back through the scholarship
program.”

Despite not being able to be at the meeting, Foss said
that she always enjoys the opportunity to hear and talk
to cable manufacturers and material suppliers in person,
“It’s not often I have the opportunity to network with
such a diverse group of industry colleagues at one time.’

More event news will be presented in future issues.

i)

Poland Chapter technical eventin May
to include a timely panel discussion

Responding to world events, the WAI Poland Chapter
has changed the focus of its panel discussion for its
9th International Drawing Conference, to be held May
18-20 at the Hotel GALAXY in Cracow, Poland.

The panel discussion has evolved from a pure techni-
cal theme to one that addresses the European reality in
dealing with Covid-19 and the war in the Ukraine. The
panel discussion theme will be, “The economy of the
metal and drawing industry during the post-Covid crisis
and the turbulent global geopolitical situation.”

The panel discussion, to be moderated by Piotr
Milewski and Jakub Sieminski,directors and manag-
ers at DRUMET and TELEFONIKA, will see panel-
ists try to answer increasingly difficult questions in the
metal sector that relate to the current situation of the
world economy and where it is headed. Five partici-
pants selected from large and medium-sized companies
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in the metal sector, who together with the conference
participants, will talk about the shape of the metal and
drawing industry after the current crises. Attendees will
hear about important technological and economic issues
for the metal and drawing sector that relate to the devel-
opment of principles and methods for wire and cable
companies to better function during the difficult condi-
tions caused by the pandemic and war.

“It is sad that such topics should be the focus of a tech-
nical conference, but they are realities for the industry,
and not just in Europe,” said WAI Chapter President
Jan Pilarczyk. He noted that this will be the second time
that there has been a discussion panel, the first held in
2019, where all participants shared their observations
on the new directions needed to maintain the continuous
development of the metal and drawing industry both in
Europe and in the world. The panel discussion will be
the final educational event at the conference.

Pilarczyk said that he was pleased with the support
the event has had so far from industry. The main spon-
sors are Drumet, a member of WireCo World Group;
Schlatter; WiTechs; the MFL Group; Vassena; and
Lubrimetal. Other sponsors include MET-PRIM Sp.

z 0.0.; Telefonika Kable S.A.; CMC Poland Sp. z 0.0.,
operating in Poland, a member of the CMC Commercial
Metals Group; Witels Albert; and Wilhelm Tatje KG.

The focus for the conference is “Modern methods of
metal forming and drawing processes and production of
wire rod and wire.” Topics include: selected issues from
the theory and technology of the drawing process and
other plastic forming processes; directions of drawing
technology development in the field of devices, tools,
accessories, lubricants and cooling agents; quality prob-
lems for production of charge materials, wires and final
products; new materials and new application areas for
drawn products; and operational issues — ropes, cables,
wires, welding wires, springs, etc.

Event participants are expected from: CMC Poland,
Arcelor Mittal Poland, TELE-FONIKA Kable,
DRUMET Wire Corp. Poland and MET-PRIM
Radomsko, WISNIOWSKI Sp. z 0.0., ITALMEC Sp. z
0.0., Fabryka Drutu Gliwice., all from Poland; the MFL
Group, Vassen and Lubrimetal, all from Italy; WAFIOS
and Witels Albert, Germany; Bekaert Bohumin and
ZBD AS, Czech Republic.; and Schlatter, Switzerland.

The co-organizers of the conference include
Pilarczyk; Knych, the 2015 winner of the WAI’s
Mordica Memorial Award; and Prof. Adam Zielinski,
of the Institute for Ferrous Metallurgy. It will also
include a plant tour of TELE-FONIKA Kable S.A. The
Conference Honorary Patronage is by Prof. Norbert
Sczygiol, rector of the Czestochowa University of
Technology.

Of note, the event is being held in May, which marks
the 20th anniversary of the creation of the Poland
Chapter. For more information, visit the Poland Chapter
website at www.msc.wip.pcz.pl.
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